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like lightning, but in vain. Ho and his men all struck at him
with their weapons but the blows fell on him as on iron and stone,
and it was not until they succeeded in striking a blow under his
navel that the blade penetrated and brought forth a gush of blood.
Thereupon the monkey cried, "It is heaven that has destroyed
me, not you. Mark, however, that your wife is pregnant. Do not
kill the man child that she will bear, for he will serve under a
sage emperor 3 and bring honor to your family." After saying this,
the monkey died. Ho searched through the cave and found a vast
store of precious objects and rare foods; hardly a thing treasured
by man was missing. In addition there were several cases of rare
perfumes and a pair of swords, as well as the women akeady
mentioned, who were all of surpassing beauty. They told Ho that
as their beauty waned, they were carried off by the monkey to they
knew not where, that the monkey carried on his depredations all
by himself and was without accomplices of any kind, that he wore
the same white robe all the year round without regard to the season
and that his body was covered with white hair several inches long.
They told him too that the monkey used to read wooden tablets
inscribed with writing that looked like ancient seal characters or
charms which were unintelligible to them and which he carefully
put away under the stone steps after reading. On clear days he
sometimes danced with his swords, which he swung so rapidly that
they flashed around him like lightning, forming a circle of light
like the moon. He ate irregularly, was fond of fruits and nuts but
had an especial weakness for dogs, which he would kill and suck
the blood from. He always vanished like a gust of wind shortly
after noon but never failed to return at night; he was able to travel
a distance of several thousand li in the course of the afternoon, and
was always able to get immediately what he wished. At night he
would go from bed to bed until he had made the complete round,
never sleeping at all himself. They said that although his con-
versation was elegant and erudite, it was evident that he was but
some kind of ape. That year when the trees were just beginning
to shed their leaves he had one day said to them, with an air of
8 Allusion to Emperor Tai Tsung, actual founder of the Tang dynasty.